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being visited. When any serious resistance is anticipated, or when the enemy
have taken up a difficult position, it is most desirable that guns should be used
before infantry are committed to the attack ; andl whenever practicable the
cavalry should be sent to a flank, and endeavour to fall upon the enemy and
follow them up as they retreat from their stockades. The troops should
make their presence felt everywhere, and should remain long enough in all
the principal places to enable the civil power to establish the administration
on a firm basis, and to give the people of the country a feeling of confidence
in the stability of our rule, and relieve them from the fear of being harassed
by dacoits.

7.  Speaking   generally,   the  operations  should  extend  from  our old
frontier northwards to the Shan hills on the east and the Kabaw valley on
the west, and movements will probably have to be made from Lower Burma
on Nape and Taungdwingyi, and in a westerly direction from Minbu,   Salin*
Pagan, and  Myingyan   respectively.   The  Yaw country will  have to be
dominated and the district temporarily occupied, while further north a force
will have to be sent up the Chindwin valley.    In an easterly direction small
columns should be  despatched from the  valley of the Irrawacldy towards
Yamethin and Pyinmana, and a strong force to the Ruby Mines.  A convenient
base for the latter expedition will, it is understood, be found at Kyanhnyat
on the Irrawaddy, about 100 miles above Mandalay.    Posts will have to be
established between the base  and  the mines, and every care taken that the
communication is kept open  throughout.    Operations will also have to be
undertaken about Bhanio, so as to ensure our complete supremacy in that
part.

8.  Hereafter a large force may possibly have to be sent into the Shan
country, but the Commander-in-Chief considers it very desirable that for tho
present operations should be confined to the plains of Burma ; a settlement
with the Shan tribes does not appear to be pressing, and it is not advisable
to get ourselves mixed up in the difficult mountains which surround Upper
Burma on the north and  east, until peace and order have been established
throughout the lower  country.

9.  The   reinforcements  and reliefs   from India   will   be   arriving at
Rangoon shortly after Your Excellency's head-quarters have been established
in Burma. For some reasons Sir Frederick Roberts would wish that   the date
of their arrival could have been deferred, as the month of October is more
or less sickly, and, unless the season is exceptionally dry, extended movements
may be difficult before the middle or end of November ; but on account of the
heavy monsoon weather which may be expected  in  the Bay  of Bengal
between the middle of October and the   end of the year, it is considered
advisable that sea voyages should be completed by the 10th October, and it